
Minutes 
Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
Wednesday January 20, 2010  

7:30 P.M. 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday January 20, 2010 at 
the Municipal Building Mount Kisco, New York.   
 
Members Present:     Chairman Kevin Kelly 
     Bruce Hartleben 
    Patti Kiernan 
    Anne Houck 
    Nancy Abramson 
           
Members Absent: None      
      
Staff Present:  None 
 
Staff Absent:   Austin Cassidy 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
 None 
 
New Cases: 
 
 1. Marsh Sanctuary    Case #ARB09-52 
     114 South Bedford Rd   Signage 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 
    Christian Pace, Director of the Sanctuary  
    Peter Grunthal 
 
Christian Pace: We are proposing to replace the current sign at the 
Marsh Sanctuary located on Rt. 172. It will be a newer and larger sign. 
The older sign is inadequate in size and dimensions and visibility and 
legibility. I have photos and the actual sign at the back of the room. I 
had made it before any knowledge of the new sign law.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Give us a little more detail of the sign. 
 
Christian Pace: The sign is wood and actually it was harvested from 
down the street and given to us by a local resident from Mt. Kisco. The 
face is chiseled and then it is burned and sealed and double faced.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The placement of the sign will be where? 
 
Christian Pace: It is right where it was before. 
 
Anne Houck: It is not moving? 
 
Christian: Pace: Correct. 
 
Chairman Kelly: How is it being mounted? 
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Christian Pace: It would be affixed to the top of the stone wall. It would 
be two 6 x 6 posts and blocked and the sign would slide into that and 
be secured.  
 
Chairman Kelly: You are in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals? 
 
Christian Pace: Yes. I believe that it is a dimensional variance. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Is this back from the street? 
 
Christian Pace: One of the reasons why we kept it back from the street 
is we couldn’t very well move the mail box and I wasn’t sure if we were 
allowed to move the garbage enclosure back and satisfy the 
requirements of the garbage pick up of the town. I did not want to 
mess with that too much and keep it easy for the mail delivery and for 
the garbage pick up. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Is it possible that you could speak with them and 
move it back. My own experience with the garbage men has been 
great.  
 
Christian Pace: I was just trying to not make too many changes.  
 
Anne Houck: Is the stone wall currently in place?  
 
Christian Pace: Yes.  
 
Anne Houck: That was part of your thinking to affix it to the wall? 
 
Christian Pace: Yes. There had been a sign mounted on a pole many 
years ago and somebody ran into it.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: I would think that if you moved the garbage 
enclosure back and the sign forward it would give you more exposure. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Do we know what the regulations are for the garbage 
pick up? 
 
Nancy Placona: I would have to check with out Building Inspector to 
get a correct ruling on moving the container back and it that would 
become a site plan issue.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That is for businesses not residents? 
 
Nancy Placona: Correct.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: I have learned that garbage is not to be in the right 
of way.  
 
Christian Pace: I am not sure what the length is from the right of way.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I would think that they would prefer to have the 
garbage back. 
 
Christian Pace: That garbage container is 15’ from the road.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: So it is on your property not in the right of way. 
 
Patty Kiernan: But it is not yours? 
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Christian Pace: Yes it is Marsh Sanctuary’s.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think that it would be worth looking into.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I do not disagree with you. If the sign was near the 
end of the wall and this was behind the sign, esthetically it would look 
more pleasing.  
 
Anne Houck: It is a two sided sign, you don’t want a structure behind 
to block. 
 
Chairman Kelly: No I am saying that the garbage containers move back 
toward the end of the wall and move the sign closer to the mail box.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I think that it would be a great idea.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think that it is justifiable to place the sign is a better 
spot than you have proposed.  
 
Patty Kiernan: Does the rock wall extend that far out? 
 
Christian Pace: Approximately one foot beyond the garbage container.  
 
Anne Houck: The applicant has to go before the ZBA anyway could they 
address the issue of the location of the garbage container also? 
 
Chairman Kelly: I was thinking the same thing. We could recommend 
that. 
 
Nancy Abramson: The Zoning Board does not oversee site plans. 
 
Nancy Placona: I think that the best advice is for me to speak with the 
Building Inspector to see if in fact it is going to be an issue. It may not 
have any bearing on the case at all. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Could we make a motion where we approve the sign 
and give the applicant the option to move it forward. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think what we could probably do is subject to the 
zoning we could make a motion that it be relocated to the front of the 
stone wall and if zoning rejects that then they would have to go back to 
the original location. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: They would not have to come back to us? 
 
Chairman Kelly: No. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Every business when they have a site plan they have 
to document their garbage? 
 
Nancy Placona: all commercial site plans have to call out the location of 
the garbage enclosures and snow storage.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Bruce what do you think. Personally I think that we 
should go in that direction.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Yes. The same height wherever it may end up.  
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Chairman Kelly: Basically to relocate to the front of the stonewall and 
take the garbage container and move it back.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Do you like it? 
 
Christian Pace: I do.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: What the new sign will be mounted to, will it present 
a problem moving it? 
 
Christian Pace: It would not matter. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Can we get a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that the Marsh Sanctuary sign be approved 
pursuant to the further approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
relating to two issues. One regarding their variance approval of the size 
of the sign and also to the approval of the applicant exchanging 
location with the garbage containers to allow the sign to be moved 
forward for better visibility. The Chairman of the ARB will provide a 
sketch to the ZBA of the recommendation of the ARB. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: We are approving the sign? 
 
Anne Houck: We cannot approve the sign tonight until they receive 
their variance and then our approval will kick in.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes 
 
Anne Houck: On the conditional Approval Aye. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second. 
Patty Kiernan: Aye. 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Peter Grunthal: I was very supportive of this and I would like to thank 
you for your approval. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I just need to understand the reason why they are 
going before the ZBA is for the dimensions and we were only going to 
approve the esthetics tonight.  
 
Nancy Placona: That is correct and should they not receive their 
variance this recommendation will be null and void. 
 
 

2. Lawrence Friedland    Case#ARB10-1            
     29 ½ - 37 South Moger Ave.   Comprehensive 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549  Sign Package 
 
     Marc LaPointe, representing the Friedland Properties 
     Visual Presentation 
 
Marc LaPointe: Tonight you are being presented with a proposal for a 
comprehensive sign package at the location of 29 ½-37 S. Moger Ave. 
This is the area over by the Bank of America and the promenade area. 
I have labeled the stores starting with Edward Jones as number one 
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and we will continue through the promenade and onto S. Moger 
elevation. What you are looking at is the before or existing and the 
proposed. We will start with the rear portion of the building. And up to 
number 13 and number 14 will be the South Moger side of the building. 
The last item will be the blade signage that I am proposing for the 
promenade. As you can see what is left of the original signage is the 
Edward Jones sign in the back. This is a panel sign. Now going towards 
the front you have Touch of Jamaica and next door Lalibela Restaurant. 
What you are seeing now is the existing conditions of those two 
storefronts. Touch of Jamaica right now has no signage but has the 
brackets. So what we are proposing is panel signs fabricated from a 
natural wood or signcrete material, 2” thick one foot high and 8” long 
and not to exceed 75% of the storefront. With lettering not to exceed 
10’ but leaving a 1” border. The sign would be painted wood with 
carved or sandblasted letters. Also for each storefront on the 
promenade façade we are proposing blade signage. It would be 18” tall 
and projecting 2’. The blade signage along this side of the building 
would be located to the left of the entrances.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Are you proposing all the backgrounds to be the same 
color along with the same color lettering? That is what you are 
showing.  
 
Marc LaPointe: It was shown like that for simplicity. Once you see the 
overall elevations of the building… The building right now is sterile for a 
retail elevation as you look down the walk. It is hard to identify which 
business is which. I think that it would help to have their own color 
backgrounds and letters. It is quite a small element for small spaces. 
So I think for somebody that is walking along South Moger it is bland 
going up the promenade. You have two seconds to catch someone’s 
eye, since there are financial institutions at both ends. What we have 
there now are two restaurants. I was over there tonight and I did 
notice that we have good illumination on the signage. I think once 
there are some tables and chairs in that area it will give potential for 
the tenant to have some success for outdoor dining. I think it would be 
for the tenants benefit to choose their lettering and colors on their 
blade and panel signs. This is the proposed for Charles Swab. Right 
now they have the channel letters over the storefront, that would be 
removed with the new plan and revert to the panel, with the option of 
having the blade sign. The blade sign are different and would be to the 
left of the entrance. What you are looking at now is the storefront of 
Charles Swab and they have two spaces but would only be allowed to 
have the one sign. Also at night that one light sheds enough 
illumination for the signs. Also out front there is plenty of lighting and 
they get the benefit of the street lighting. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: That sign exists now? (Edward Jones sign) 
 
Marc LaPointe: Yes. What you are looking at is the existing and the 
next page is the proposed. They also have a second entrance. 
 
Anne Houck: They have an awful lot of stuff in their windows. Isn’t that 
not allowed? It is more than 25%. 
 
Nancy Placona: I will have the Code Officer look into it. If it is attached 
to the windows it falls under the not more than 25% of coverage. 
 
Chairman Kelly: If it is scotch taped, suction cups etc. 
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Nancy Placona: If it is affixed to the window the not more than 25% 
rule comes into play. 
 
Chairman Kelly: That is obviously attached to the window. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Now on the front of the building where Metro Nails is. 
This building was built with recessed brick panels on each bay along 
South Moger. There is lighting in the soffit which will wash the signs. It 
would seem that the best thing to have to have individual stencil cut 
letters with either metal, plastic or some hard surface and place it in 
the recessed panels. It would be a 12” letter height with various colors. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Let me ask you a question. It really is one continuous 
building?  
 
Nancy Placona: He is treating it as three separate facades.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I understand that and it is a comprehensive sign 
package for the building. I just can’t get my arms around this, because 
you are going from wall boards, and we need to determine if it is a 
painted board or sandblasted board and then to pin letters. It is totally 
different I am confused. I was on board and then I expected you to tell 
me that frankly Metro Nails would have a sign board there 
corresponding to everything else. Personally I would hope that it would 
be sand blasted, because it is a little more upscale looking. You are not 
really saying that right now.  
 
Marc LaPointe: If you look at the overall site plan it is one property and 
it was two separate buildings that were built over time. .  
 
Anne Houck: Are you presenting a comprehensive sign package or not.  
 
Marc LaPointe: Yes 
 
Anne Houck: in reviewing the comprehensive sign package what they 
are asking is this going to be tenant by tenant organized or is this 
going to be a comprehensive package for the whole building?  
 
Marc LaPointe: It is for the entire building. In the sense that the criteria 
for tenants that are coming in such as Metro Nails they would be 
allowed to have individual stencil cut type letters mounted within that 
recessed area. To me when I look at that building elevation, that is 
what belongs on that building. 
 
Chairman Kelly: One could argue that same logic on the other end. If 
you want to go to stencil cut letters then maybe we should do stencil 
cut letter everywhere. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Myself I wouldn’t, and if I were to propose the same 
type of signage for every other building in Mt. Kisco and having only 
one type of signage for the entire building to me is not good. 
 
Anne Houck: This is only one building. 
 
Marc LaPointe: this is three elevations on one building and having only 
one type of signage on the entire building, I think for signage to be 
harmonious it needs to be a bit of different things. From my experience 
in shopping centers and managing signage criteria for a long time, and 
I think probably the most important thing I learned your tenants have 
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a right to their identity too and not to look too much like the tenant 
next door. So at least to have choices, and although it is one entire 
site, really the front façade on the South Moger Side is allowed one 
type of signage and the back portion of the building should be allowed 
one type of signage. I believe that our proposal is very conservative in 
this application.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So we are talking the South Moger façade is one look 
and the promenade is another look. 
 
Marc LaPointe: If I continue here I can show you the corner of the 
building you have Bank of America located within those brick panels 
and basically around this entire elevation I guess about 80 feet of 
storefront along the promenade. The only signage they have on the 
promenade is basically a panel. They have a backdoor, but I don’t 
know if it is for the public or staff as a rear entrance. Otherwise the 
entire promenade and I guess the bulk of the signage is going to be 
starting here with “Touch of Jamaica”. 
 
Anne Houck: Regarding the Bank of America because of the 
configuration of their entrance there cannot have a sign over their 
entrance and in lieu of that there is a sign facing the promenade and 
one facing South Moger and that would require an approval from us. 
 
Nancy Placona: Bank of America is going to have to get a variance from 
the ZBA for their signage, because their signage is not over an 
entrance. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Can we talk about the blade signs down the 
promenade? 
 
Nancy Placona: The blade signs are dimensionally compliant and blade 
signs are allowed in this particular zone. They are also proposing 
directories at each end. 
 
Anne Houck: In addition to the directories at each end and what you 
call the blade signs. These are ok in addition to the signs over each 
tenant’s entrance? 
 
Nancy Placona: Yes. 
 
Marc LaPointe: We are proposing the same size that is in the alley of 
Temptation Teahouse, approximately 1’6” x 2”.0.  
 
Anne Houck: Do you have any photographs of the blade signs that are 
across the promenade? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Right here I only have the example of the directory 
signs. I don’t believe I have any photographs of that.  
 
Anne Houck: You are going to locate them in the same location for all 
the tenants? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Yes, just to the left of their entrances. What I have here 
are the typical details for the panel signs, 8’ long by 1’ high. It will be 
sandblasted or carved and either gold painted or gold leaf. The blade 
signs projecting off the building would be 2’ x1’.6”. The directories I 
would either make them out of plexi glass, translucent so that there 
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could be individual sign panels so that there could be a little bit of 
silhouette light.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Conceptually we have three different types of signs. 
We have a Lucite sign, pin letters and wall board panels carved or 
sandblasted, correct? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This one you are talking Lucite, right. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Correct. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am just trying to have all of us on the same page. So 
the directional sign you are proposing Lucite, then part of the building 
is wall board and then the front would be individual pin mounted 
letters. Correct? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Correct. 
 
Chairman Kelly: The blade signs are made out of wood? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Right. The blade signs and the panel storefront are 
basically wood panels. 
 
Anne Houck: Although you are presenting the wooden signs all in the 
same color vein when actually you don’t know what colors the 
individual tenants would use and you would recommend whatever color 
they wanted. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Within reason. 
 
Anne Houck: Within whose reason?  
 
Marc LaPointe: I think that tenants more than 95% of the time will 
come up with something that is visually compatible and satisfying to 
most people looking at it. I am aware that a tenant will come along and 
have it not be. I have been involved with signage for more than twenty 
years. I believe I am proposing something very conservative for this 
building.  
 
Anne Houck: I just want to make sure as to what you are proposing.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So I guess we have to decide at how comfortable we 
are with the two different packages, one with the front and the pin 
mounted letters and the promenade with wall boards. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Let’s go one by one. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We worked very hard to get Bank of America to work 
and I am going to work very hard at that to stay pin mounted. The 
South Moger elevation looks really good. Currently the design on the 
promenade looks good. I really like it. I am not sure if you guys are not 
satisfied with the Edward Jones look?  
 
Anne Houck: What they are proposing it looks exactly the same.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Yes but different colors. 
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Marc LaPointe: As you can see when I prepared these drawings, we 
were duplicating Edward Jones and it looked like what the existing 
criteria was. So what I did and I honestly have to say to myself if I was 
a tenant architect looking at the sign criteria for Touch of Jamaica and 
to be that restricted it would be unfair to a tenant that is paying a 
commercial rent to a land lord. They are retailers and they are hidden 
away. 
 
Nancy Abramson: That is their choice to put themselves in that 
particular store. My opinion is that I have no problem with the two 
different looks like the one pin mounted facing South Moger and 
another package on the promenade but I believe it needs to be the 
same color, because my experience is that we have seen too many that 
do not work. It is a nice country like building and I would like to 
continue to see that. That is my thought. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I have no problem with one pin mounted in the front 
and something different on the side.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: When I first saw this I liked it as it was presented. 
The consistency of the signs and they are different in font and they are 
individual in that way. The different colors, different fonts is not a 
common theme. The common theme is that they are all right side up. I 
don’t think it is enough. I like the way it was presented here and the 
change to al different colors and fonts I think that is less attractive. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So you like the consistency in color? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I like the consistency of the color and the background 
color and letter color but they could choose their own font. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So we are on the same page and they could choose 
their own font.  
 
Bruce Hartleben; The consistency on the Moger elevation is the pin 
mounted letters and that works and the blade directory signs I like. I 
like that they would match.  
 
Anne Houck: The way that he is presenting it is that this color is only 
an example. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I understand that is only an example. I am saying I 
like what is presented. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So far it is the three of us that agree. 
 
Patty Kiernan: On the Edward Jones sign there is an outline that is not 
shown on the other signs that you presented. I like the border. 
 
Marc LaPointe: It almost looks like tape along the edge. I did look at it 
and thought should it become a detail?  Then it occurred to me that 
something that is only 12” in height it might look crowded. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I like the border and I also would like it on the blade 
signs. I think the border works. I like the consistency of color. My only 
comment is the directories at the end are kind of flat. You have the 
architectural arches on the other three, and maybe an awning. I am 
not saying that you have to. I just am saying that something is missing 
and it is just a thought.  
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Marc LaPointe: I saw the awnings on the other building and what 
occurred to me is that they would tend to block the view if the tenants. 
Two second glance as you look down the promenade and if one tenant 
were to have an awning it would tend to block the next tenant. Also 
there is a scale of storefronts what is unusual here are those doors, 
and I think that this door is 7’ and I don’t think that they match in 
height. If we were to introduce an awning element it would almost be 
just below the eve of the building and eliminate having the continuity. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Then the signs would be outside of the awnings.  
 
Patty Kiernan: To me you could just do them on the ends that don’t 
have the arches. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: It would block the view. 
 
Anne Houck: Just to weigh in I also like very much the consistency of 
color with the definition for each tenant provided by the change in font 
or even decorative logo at either end of the business name.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that you are going to go through this expense 
and changing things, switching the one location sign to plastic, I 
question. You should probably be consistent with something other than 
plexi glass.  
 
Marc LaPointe: Just to clarify what I was proposing for the plexi glass 
was the directory. The gold was because to match the Edward Jones at 
the rear corner. Also it would be individual panels 5” by 19’ and painted 
plexi glass and the standard green color with gold letters on it. The 
plexi glass is just a sandwich in the middle with the two panels on each 
side. Looking at it recently I thought that it might have a little interest 
to it. As you are looking at it… 
 
Chairman Kelly: I understand, but I think that the plastic would look 
very cheesy compared to a hand carved wall board. I agree I like the 
border whether it be chiseled edge or gold painted. The gold frame 
would start to tie everything together. I like that and I am concerned 
switching from pin letters to wall board would be setting a precedent 
here. Somebody else would come in and say they wanted this on one 
side and something different on the other because you just did it here. 
That is a bit of a concern that I have.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: On the promenade side Bank of America has pin 
letters. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It would be a mix, they would have pin and the next 
would be wall board. 
 
Nancy Abramson: But don’t you think that it works now? I think that it 
looks lovely now.  
 
Anne Houck: The ordinance only requires it to be harmonious and if we 
decide in another presentation that it is unharmonious we would not 
set a precedent.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That’s good. I also agree that there should be some 
consistency in the color. It does make a lot of sense that font style and 
having any color, because we have had some horrific colors, pink, 
orange, red and some brutal colors that applicants have come up with. 
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Not everybody might have as good of taste as you have. I do like the 
wall boards in the back and the etching with the gold border. I think 
that the tenant can select their own fonts and their logo. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Can we get a color on the front with the pin mounted 
letters?  
 
Marc LaPointe: It is possible. I am here to approach this from an 
architectural point of perspective. My biggest concern is that it is 
sterile. 
 
Patty Kiernan: That is me. Metro Nails font in all caps and the white 
Bank of America. I would like some consistency on the front. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Those two storefronts are like cookie cutter storefronts. 
There is no difference from one storefront to the other, other than the 
sign. So if you were to institute something where all the signs are 
white, then at a glance you only identify one tenant. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I disagree with that. When I go to a strip mall like this, 
it is esthetically pleasing to me to see consistency and I can read 
smoothly. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Like Martabano’s building on Lexington all the 
wallboards work and I think that he did a nice job on that. Different 
fonts and same base background colors. 
 
Patty Kiernan: There is something elegant about it and there is not 
here. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Nancy wasn’t there another store, the pasta store at 
this location? 
 
Nancy Placona: Villarina’s. 
 
Nancy Abramson: It was divided up then. I was just trying to think of 
somebody else that has the gold. 
 
Patty Kiernan: The building that housed the liquor store, there was 
channel letters upper and lower case. To me that is esthetically chaotic 
and not pleasing. 
 
Marc LaPointe: I guess if you think about how tenants identify them 
corporately they come up with fonts and colors, basically it is 
letterhead. There is basically their name on their forehead. 
 
Patty Kiernan: For example when you have a monument sign you have 
different fonts different logos’ but it is harmonious. You can look down 
and see each business. I guess I don’t agree with what you are saying. 
 
Marc LaPointe: The building is 80’ on one side and 60’ along the other. 
For all the signage to be identical it’s no longer a retail type building, it 
becomes office commercial. 
 
Patty Kiernan: You have the consistency because you have exactly the 
same storefront. I think it comes down to a personal opinion, and I feel 
differently than you do about that. There are only two businesses 
there. 
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Nancy Abramson: You are talking about the South Moger side? 
Marc LaPointe: Yes. Pin mounted letters for Metro Nails and Ban of 
America and in the future any tenant that comes to that building. Bank 
of America use to be Sam Goody and then the deli. That building could 
have one tenant or maybe six or seven tenants. The way it was 
designed is the recessed panels and illuminate and it is clear where 
they should go. From a tenants perspective I having reviewed so many, 
that tenants have convinced me… 
 
Nancy Abramson: But we are only talking about two. Let’s put that one 
aside. We have all agreed that the promenade side we are going to 
have the same color and the tenant can do what they want with their 
font. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that is the way to go.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: An observation, there is one café in all uppercase and 
the other in a mixed case. This did not catch my eye until just now. It 
still looks harmonious. My point is that Metro Nail still wanted all 
uppercase but wanted pin mounted letters in white and maybe that 
would be the common theme. As long as there is enough commonality 
I don’t have a problem with it. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I would be satisfied with color and type of lettering. Pin 
mounted and the same color. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: They could keep the letters all in white. I am just 
thinking out loud. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am very much for consistency, this one does not 
bother me Metro Nails and Bank of America. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: The fact that one is gold and one is white? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am ok with it. 
 
Anne Houck: Not I. However we have to vote on the entire package.  
 
Patty Kiernan: So this future tenant can come in with any pin mounted 
color they want and that is ok? 
 
Anne Houck: That is my point. A harmonious red. There is other red 
lettering that we have approved on this block. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I don’t understand how that is relevant. There is no red 
lettering. 
 
Anne Houck: Let’s start over. Somebody said even red.  
 
Chairman Kelly: It could be red, it could be green. 
 
Patty Kiernan: I did not hear that. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I would suggest the gold since everything else is gold. 
Like the other signs here those are gold. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I think that the white on the Bank of America jumps 
out. I think that is clean. 
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Nancy Abramson: So why don’t we say gold or white?  
Patty Kiernan: I am fine with that. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Everybody else ok? 
 
Patty Kiernan: I am only one person on the board. I prefer white. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: If Metro Nail were not there I would prefer white. 
 
Marc LaPointe: The other thing to consider if you think about the 
streetscape and if you look at the block you are going to see this 
building that is 20’ wide and this building is 30 with two tenants, all of 
these individual buildings have yellow, blue, red whatever because they 
are independent owners of land and underline land is the main criteria 
to establish the color of a tenant sign I am not sure that is a good 
architectural criteria. This building has four bay and they all have to 
have the same color I believe that it becomes very stringent criteria. 
That is just my observation.  
 
Chairman Kelly: In all fairness we have a comprehensive sign package, 
and I will go on record and I personally don’t think it is a good idea to 
pin mounted, wallboards and everything else. I have a board here and 
I am listening and respecting their opinion. You can say it is going to 
be blue, green, or white, and the only consistency to the whole thing 
now is the size of the letters and that is about it, true? That is what we 
are down to, the size of the letters and the location.  
 
Marc LaPointe: There is no neon, no channels. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Neon is not allowed.  
 
Marc LaPointe: This is basically pin mounted letters of a font and color. 
I am saying that on behalf of any retail coming into Mt. Kisco wants to 
be able to have a small piece of identity. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We are encouraging that, like some of the buildings 
that we talked about before. There are sign packages whether it is 
color and then everybody has some fun with their fonts and with their 
logos. I believe we are all on the same page here and what we are 
looking for.  
 
Chairman Kelly: That is right and I am listening to you and I happen to 
like the wallboards and I think that it is an elegant look with the gold 
edge on it. Are you telling me potentially that the wallboards could be 
different colors? 
 
Marc LaPointe: Yes. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I don’t like that.  
 
Marc LaPointe: After taking a look at the elevations and thinking of this 
as retail I am presuming that the town of Mt. Kisco would prefer that 
some of this be retail orientated. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We do not have anything to do with what goes into 
the buildings.  
 
Patty Kiernan: I think that we got lost here. I think that we have all 
agreed that we are fine with pin mounted on the front and the 
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wallboards on the side. I believe we want the consistency with the color 
on the wallboards. We want to know that those signs are going to be 
the same color. I think that everybody agrees. 
 
Anne Houck: This board will not approve a submission that will allow 
various colors. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I would like to make an observation. Each entrance is 
different and they use the same material the same color but just 
arrange it differently. I think the signs are a similar thought with the 
same color sign but they can each have their own font and wording a 
lot like the building itself. If they each had their own colored brick it 
would look like four different buildings. 
 
Chairman Kelly: If this board was to approve wallboards gold leaf and 
any font that they want with the border and pin mounted letters in the 
front on Moger, with a choice of up to two colors, are you able to 
accept that or, I am just trying to figure out where we are going here. 
Normally we don’t have this much difficulty. If you are insistent on 
multiple colors and card blanch for everything… 
 
Marc LaPointe: I guess I am trying to understand the comprehensive 
sign package. Ultimately I find criteria much easier for like shopping 
centers.  
 
Anne Houck: This is our comprehensive sign package criteria and it 
stands that way. 
 
Marc LaPointe: I guess what I am saying is that the criteria if says all 
the same color than that is how I would have presented it. I am just 
bringing this to your attention.  
 
Chairman Kelly: You presented it all in one color and that is what this 
board sees. So subconsciously you must have liked that color also. It is 
harmonious with the building. It ties the building together, it ties the 
frames together. This board is prepared to make a motion on certain 
criteria, but if you are not willing to accept that and I am not trying to 
cram it down your throat, you might want to go back to your client and 
talk to your client as to the direction they are going. We can poll the 
board without a vote. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I think that we would approve it right now, with pin 
mounted on one side and wallboards all the same color. 
 
Chairman Kelly: And different fonts.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I believe that is where we stand. Do you want us to 
vote on it? 
 
Marc LaPointe: By all means. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Can we get a motion? 
 
Patty Kiernan: I move that we accept the comprehensive sign package 
at the location of 29 ½ - 37 South Moger Ave as noted. On the South 
Moger elevation pin mounted letters and the Bank of America subject 
to their variance with the ZBA and the ARB will support the variance for 
the locations of their signage on the South Moger Elevation as well as 
the promenade elevation. The pin mounted letter colors will be a choice 
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of white or gold. The promenade elevation of the building would have 
wallboards with a consistent background color as it was presented 
(matching the existing green on the Edward Jones sign) The lettering 
would be gold leaf carved again to match the Edward Jones sign, 
including the carved border. The blade signs are approved with 
background color to match wallboards with gold lettering with gold pin 
stripe border. The directory is to be the same green background with 
gold lettering.  Both directories are double sided as well as the blade 
signs. Color samples to be submitted. The location of the signs 
approved as submitted. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Anne Houck: Aye 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Marc LaPointe: May I ask the board a question. I have other locations 
to submit. Should I look for the lowest common denominator to make 
everything the same? Is that what you want?   
 
Bruce Hartleben: That is a strong statement to make everything the 
same. I don’t believe this board wants everything the same.  
 
Marc LaPointe: The color issue, should the building always have one or 
two colors with the same sign type? Starting with New York Dolls and 
then Spinnelli’s around the corner. Literally this is three separate 
elevations with different architectural style. 
 
Patty Kiernan: We are not looking for every single building in this town 
to be the same. 
 
Chairman Kelly: They can have their own unique character. This 
building is a pretty prominent building in town. I believe that we are 
being very flexible for two drastically different sign types on one 
building. 
 
Patty Kiernan: We are not going to require the building next to you to 
have your sign package. We are looking to have harmony in the 
village. 
 
Marc LaPointe: I am very sympathetic because I have to defend it. I 
need to understand it.  
 
Anne Houck: This sign ordinance has been written over many years of 
review and very diligent. It was not taken lightly when it was put 
together. Color wise, any sign can have up to five colors. A signage 
package could be quite colorful if it was coordinated and harmonious. 
That is the issue. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What other buildings will be coming forward? 
 
Marc LaPointe: The one I just mentioned and the other corner across 
the street that we are renovating.  
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Nancy Abramson: This was a building that changes the whole look of 
our town.  
 
Chairman Kelly: We try to be as agreeable as possible. Each building is 
an individual case and we review them in that way. We are not asking 
for the buildings to be sterile, but we are not asking buildings to have 
fourteen different colors, because potentially they could have fourteen 
different stores in the building. Anytime you have questions you can 
forward them to Nancy and Patty if you are in the right direction. 
 
Marc LaPointe: I have met with Patti, Nancy and Austin for other 
buildings. I am just looking for what the criteria mean. The more 
criteria I have the better I can manage what harmonious means and 
what is comprehensive.  
 
Chairman Kelly: When you submit the next one hopefully we ail be on 
the same page and we will go from there. 
 
Marc LaPointe: Thank you. 
 
Minutes: 
 
Chairman Kelly: We need a motion for the mints 
 
Patty Kiernan: Motion to accept the minutes for November 18, 2009 
 
Anne Hock: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes:  
 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Motion to accept the minutes from December 16, 2009 
 
Anne Houck: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Patty Kiernan: Aye, on the motion 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the second. 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 
Chairman Kelly: Adjourn meeting for January 20, 2010. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
 
Nancy Placona, 
Board Secretary 
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